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that she had no thought about her ; for she, when
she felt the pull, screamed out, and pushed herself
forward, and put all the people about her into dis-
order, but said not a word of her watch, or of a
pickpocket, for at least two minutes, which was
time enough for me, and to spare ; for as I had cried
out behind her, as I have said, and bore myself
back in the crowd as she bore forward, there were
several people, at least seven or eight, the throng
being still moving on, that were got between me
and her in that time, and then I crying out, A pick-
pocket, rather sooner than she, she might as well
be the person suspected as I, and the people were
confused in their inquiry ; whereas, had she with a
presence of mind needful on such an occasion, as
soon as she felt the pull, not screamed out as she
did, but turned immediately round, and seized the
next body that was behind her, she had infallibly
taken me.

This is a direction not of the kindest sort to the
fraternity, but 'tis certainly a key to the clew of a
pickpocket's motions; and whoever can follow it,
will as certainly catch the thief as he will be sure
to miss if he does not.

I had another adventure, which puts this matter
out of doubt, and which may be an instruction for
posterity in the case of a pickpocket: my good old
governess, to give a short touch at her history,
though she had left off the trade, was, as I may say,
born a pickpocket, and, as I understood afterward,
had run through all the several degrees of that art,
and yet had been taken but once ; when, she was so
grossly detected, that she was convicted, and ordered
to be transported ; but being a woman of a rare
tongue, and withal having money in her pocket, she
found means, the ship putting into Ireland for pro-
visions, to get on shore there, where she practised